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SLS Building Systems, LLC specialises in the
design and production of prefabricated cold-formed
metal framing components, including walls,
trusses, and joists along with interior non-bearing
metal framed walls. Leveraging advanced software
and state-of-the-art manufacturing technology,
SLS offers coordinated and efficient panelised
solutions for both load-bearing structures,
non-load-bearing structures, and non-bearing
exterior wall cold-formed framing system and
associated building sheathing/claddings.

The SLS team brings over a century of combined
experience in prefabricated cold-formed steel
framing, ensuring seamless integration from design
through oversight of onsite installation. With
locations in Metairie and Covington, Louisiana, and
Cypress, Texas, USA, SLS provides a single-source
solution that enhances project efficiency and
coordination across multiple regions.

Project overview

The Edward Hynes Charter School project is a three-
storey steel-structure building that required an innovative
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construction solution. SLS manufactured prefabricated
metal stud wall panels for 95% of the interior and
100% of the exterior walls, maximising quality of the
construction project, efficiency of installation, and
improvement of overall schedule while dramatically
reducing the possibility of accident or injury from onsite
cutting or grinding.

Key installation metrics:

* Project Completion Date: October 2023

« Installation Time for Exterior Panels: 3.5 weeks

» Panel Heights: 14’ (4.2m) and 20’ (6.1m)

« Total Installation Time for Interior and Exterior Panels:
6 weeks

Technology & workflow

To execute this project seamlessly, SLS utilised
Howick’s advanced roll-forming machines:

* FRAMA™ 5600
* FRAMA™ 3200

Their design and planning process was powered by
Revit with Strucsoft MWF, a software solution that

<


https://www.slsbuildingsystems.com/
https://www.howickltd.com/products/frama-5600
https://www.howickltd.com/products/frama-3200
tel:+6495345569
https://arkeo-system.com/

integrates effortlessly with Howick machines. The use of MWF allowed
for precise component labelling, significantly improving the assembly
process and ensuring efficiency from design to installation.

The results: faster completion & reduced
labour

Despite initial scepticism from the general contractor - who was
unfamiliar with panelisation - SLS demonstrated the effectiveness
of prefabrication. As the project progressed, they were able to
enhance the schedule significantly, even compensating for early
groundwork delays.

Key benefits achieved:
* Onsite labour reduced by 75%
* Project delivered 3 months ahead of schedule

Through the use of Howick’s technology, SLS streamlined

the construction process and showcased the power of offsite
prefabrication. The success of the Edward Hynes Charter School
project stands as another testament to the precision, planning, and
innovation that Howick’s machinery enables in modern construction.
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ABOUT HOWICK LTD

Howick Ltd manufactures precision
roll-forming machines and technology for

light steel framing.

For nearly 50 years we have been innovating
in this space, creating systems and machines
that are now employed by construction
businesses in over 80 countries the world over.
We are proud of the formidable reputation we
have built up over that time for performance,
reliability and service.

Unique in our sector, Howick steel roll-forming
systems are 100% manufactured at our plant
in Auckland, with top quality New Zealand
made componentry either made in at the
Howick factory or sourced locally.

FOR MORE INFO OR QUOTES CONTACT

DX deon@howickltd.com [] +64 9 534 5569
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